The Assessment Committegimary responsibility isto oversee theffectiveness of student learning

within academic program©ngoing academic assessmantarried out bydepartment chairs through
academic deans. Every academiogramhas an assessmepiinon file at Maki Library. The plans [yssmssms
are reviewed periodically taletermine the need for modificationadjustments,curricula
transformations, resourcalignment, and support services. Data are colleeted analyzedfor =
reinvestment in academic progran®&he recent history of Finlandiamommitmentto learning
outcomeassessments reflectedn thetime-line below.

The processof academicassessmeris maturing fromindividual student learningo the reviewof
academic programsProgram-wide review provides assessmeftcoursesand curriculum not
necessarily availabliaroughindividual student results.

The IESDhas a counterpacdtommittee on thé&inlandia boardo which it reports: the Instruction and
EnrollmentCommittee Its goals angurposess theyrelateto student learning are:
» Study, review andecommend the developmesftcurricularand instructional programs.

» Review and recommend fooard approvaturricularprograms angolicies recommendelly
faculty members and presidesfttheinstitution.

The IESD and the board's Instruction and Enrollm&ommittee providehe oversight for the
studentearning process that resuitsevidence oeducationakffectiveness.

Brief Historical Overview

Finlandia's recent historyf commitment to assessment datracedthrough the following events and
activities that identify turning points in academigsessment sind®98:

1) 1998-99: Identification of thé'Six Competencies." Eachtudent that graduates from
Finlandia should demonstratieesecompetencies. This hasbecomethe "Finlandia Plan."
This plan provides guidance feprogram reviewas wellasindividual student learning.

2) Faculty development througin-sitespeakers, conferencaadworkshops: Dr. Peter Gray
andDr. Peggy Maki. Conference

3) 2002-03: Assessmef@ommitteeaddsrepresentatiofrom both academic and student SUPPO ik
units. Infrastructure is in place for eadbgree-grantingrogramto develop an assessmen materials
plan. The CollegiatAssessment chcademic Achievement (CAARgstdata were collected
as a pre- and post-test of tBeneral Education program.

4) Development of @-yearplan forassessment effortsded by Dr. Peggy Maki.

Finlandia 4-

) . . . ) year academic
5) Assessment Committee guidd® academic process and provides revaassessment plan EEStuc

implementation. Information fromhese effortsill be usedto develop the nex-yearplan It
for assessment of student learning &eathing.

6) Alignment of the Finlandia Plan witbrogramand cours@bjectivesto determinehe efficacy
of each program.

I nter pretative Summary of History of Assessment

In 1999, an assessment working group identifieat all Finlandia students are expected to develop
proficiency in the areas of communication, compiotat critical and creative Thinking, cultural
Heritage,and citizenship. Initial efforts tassessstudents' learning in these areas wéadd on
activities" imposed from theop down withno infrastructure in place establish a feedback loop for
review and adjustment of student learniRgr thisreason thesefforts wereunder-utilized.
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