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Campus Events 
APRIL 
17 6 pm, Honors Banquet, FAHC, 
487-7512. 
18 12 to 8 pm, Fusion Fest, Jutila 
Center, 487-7225. 
19 7 pm, Student Senate meeting, 
Finlandia Hall Café. 
19-25 National Volunteer 
Appreciation Week. 
20 4 to 5:30 pm, Writer’s Journey 
Seminar with Suzanne Strempek 
Shea, Chapel of St. Matthew, 487-
7515. 
20 1:30 to 3:30 pm, Human 
Services poster session and forum, 
FAHC. 
22 Free business counseling, Jutila 
Center, 487-7450. 
22 4:30 pm, Summer Kick-off 
Picnic, Finlandia Hall, 487-7276. 
23 3 to 4 pm, Poet’s Hour, Maki 
Library, 487-7252. 
23 6 pm, Houghton Rotary Club 
International Dinner, FAHC, 906-
281-5913. 

MAY 
2 7 pm, Opening reception for ISAD 
Diploma Works exhibit, Finlandia 
Gallery, 487-7500. 

3 10 am, Baccalaureate worship 
service, FAHC, 487-7512. 
3 2 pm, Commencement exercises, 
Paavo Nurmi Center, 487-7512. 
4-7 5 to 9:30 pm, Youth basketball 
camp, Paavo Nurmi Center, 487-
7214. 
7 1 to 4 pm, Free business 
counseling, Jutila Center, 487-7450. 
15-16 Finlandia University Board 
of Trustees meeting. 
19 7:15 am, Community Partners 
meeting, FAHC, 487-7314. 
21 3 to 6 pm, Free business 
counseling, Jutila Center, 487-7450. 

At the Art Galleries 

Finlandia University Gallery 
March 27 to April 21 

Finlandia ISAD: Juried Student Exhibition 
April 27 to May 22 

Finlandia ISAD: Diploma Works Exhibition 
Opening Reception: Saturday, May 2, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

Reflection Gallery 
April 11 to April 25 
ISAD Student Exhibition: Rejection in the Reflection 

The Finlandia University News is 
published bi-weekly. Please send news 

and comments to 
karen.johnson@finlandia.edu. 

Next issue: May 1, 2009 

Deadline: April 29, 2009 

 The Finlandia University Reflection Gallery will feature an 
exhibit of “rejected” student-artist work through April 25. 
 The annual “Rejection in the Reflection” exhibit includes 
student artwork not selected for the recent International School of 
Art & Design juried student exhibit. 
 The “Rejection in the Reflection” exhibit is the first opportunity 
for many student-artists to publicly display their work. Much of the 
work in the exhibit is available for purchase. 
 “Each year Finlandia University holds a juried student art 
exhibition, and each year there are many excellent pieces that 
are not selected to show,” says gallery director J. DeMers, a 
sophomore-level art and design student. 
 “The Reflection Gallery invites the community to take 
advantage of this great opportunity to purchase student work and 
support the gallery.” 
 The Reflection Gallery is on the second level of the Finlandia 
University Jutila Center campus. For information, contact Yueh-
mei Cheng at 906-487-7375. 

Student Art For Sale 
“Rejection in the Reflection” 

D.C. Wilson, “Zippidee (Do-Dah)” 
At the Reflection Gallery through April 25. 
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Fusion Fest Events 
Jutila Center Campus, Saturday, April 18, 12 to 8 pm 

Music: All day, Room 211 
 12-1:30 - Gratiot Lake Road  2-3:30 - The On the Spot Blues Band 
 4-6:00 - The Pasi Cats    6:15-8:00 - THE ANENUKI 
Food: Noon-4pm, 1st floor outside of the Ceramics Studio 
 Hot Dogs, Bratwurst, Chips, Pop, Bake Sale 
Events: 

• Art Booths: Noon-6 pm, Room 104 

• Community Painting: Noon-6 pm, Reflection 
Gallery Lounge 

• Kids' Art: Noon-2 or 3 pm, Reflection Gallery 
Lounge 

• Art Slide Show: Noon-6 pm, Room 205 

• Tie-dyeing: Noon-6 pm, Fiber Studio 

• Scavenger Hunt: Noon-5:45 pm, 1st and 2nd 
floors 

• Door Prize Drawing: 6:00 pm, Finlandia 
Booth 

• Capoeira Demonstration: 5-6 pm, 1st floor 

• Glass Blowing Demonstration: Noon-6 pm, outside of the Glass Studio 

• Open Studios: Noon-6 pm 

• Dance: 6-8 pm, Room 211 

Fusion Fest 
Saturday, 4/18 

 The second annual Fusion Fest 
will take place this Saturday, April 
18, at the Jutila Center campus. 
Admission is free. 
 Activities take place from 12:00 
to 6:00 p.m. and include art booths, 
community painting, tie-dying, hot-
from-the-grill hot dogs, a bake sale, 
art exhibitions, glassblowing, and 
other demonstrations. 
 Music throughout the day 
features Gratiot Lake Road, On the 
Spot Blues Band, and the Pasi Cats. 
 A community dance follows from 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. featuring 
ANENUKI. The dance is $5.00 per 
person. 
 Fusion Fest proceeds will help 
Finlandia art and design students 
travel to Chicago for the annual Self 
Employment in the Arts conference. 
 The Jutila Center is at 200 
Michigan Street, Hancock. Call 487-
7225 for more information. 

Student Employee of the Year Announced 
 Finlandia University participated in the 
Midwest Association of Student Employment 
Administrators (MASEA) Student Employee of 
the Year (SEOTY) competition again this 
year. Six student workers who made noteworthy 
contributions to their respective departments 
were nominated by their supervisors. They were 
(along with their supervisors) Gina Aho (Evelyn 
Goke), Heidi Butler (Martha Puska), Amy 
Messer (Beth Virtanen), Katrina Obikwelu 
(Kelley Martin), Diana Sorvisto (Lynne 
Sweeney), and Romana Vosecky (Alana 
Nolan). 
  The nominees were ranked by the MASEA 
reading committee according to five criteria: 
reliability, quality of work, initiative, 
professionalism, and uniqueness of contribution. 
 This year’s Student Employee of the Year is Romana Vosecky, who has 
worked at North Wind Books for two years. “Romana has been a tremendous 
addition to the staff,” said Alana Nolan, manager of North Wind Books. “She 
not only portrays what the bookstore is all about, but also portrays an 
exceptional student at Finlandia University to customers and community 
members. She is very smart, friendly, and has a good work ethic." 
 Romana received a certificate of appreciation, a gift certificate for North 
Wind Books, and was entered in the state-level SEOTY competition. 
 In recognition of the valuable work they do, all other nominees received a 
certificate of appreciation and a gift from North Wind Books. 

CALL FOR IMAGE 
SUBMISSIONS! 

 Hey students and teachers! 
Fusion Fest needs pictures of art for 
an all-day slide show 
. Each person may submit up to 10 
images of their artwork for just $2.00 
(total, whether you submit 1 or 10). 
The images can be digital art, 
illustrations, product design, or any 
kind of art! 
  Send your name, media, and the 
title of each work to fusionfest@ 

Romana Vosecky 
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Jan Wisniewsi 
2009 Alumnus Speaker 

 Jan Wisniewski will present the 
alumni address at this year’s 
Commencement 
exercises, May 
3. 
 Jan has been 
employed by the 
State of 
Michigan for 
nearly 10 years. 
For five years he 
has worked as a 
senior fiscal 
analyst for the Michigan House of 
Representatives, House Fiscal 
Agency, overseeing the fiscal 
budgets of the Michigan State 
Police and the Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs through 
the legislative budget process. 
 Jan earned an associate degree 
in English at Suomi College in 1993. 
He completed a bachelor of science 
in English in 1996, and a master of 
public administration degree in 
1999, both at Northern Michigan 
University. 

 Peter Van Pelt will present this 
year’s Finlandia University 
Commencement address. The 
university is pleased to honor him 
with an honorary doctoral degree in 
recognition of his sincere and 
substantive engagement in the life 
of the western Upper Peninsula. 
 Peter and his wife, Patricia, are 
both actively involved in many 
facets of Finlandia University. 
Patricia 
serves on 
the 
Finlandia 
Board of 
Trustees. 
 The Van 
Pelts gave 
North Wind 
Books to 
Finlandia University in late 
1999, after operating the shop in 
Eagle Harbor from 1991 to 1999.  
 Peter has been an officer of Pine 
Mountain Music Festival since 1999, 
and was recently re-appointed 
executive director. He has served 
on local boards including Calumet 
Theatre, Keweenaw County 
Historical Society, Keweenaw 
Industrial Council, and Eagle Harbor 
Township. 
 The Van Pelts are committed 
supporters of the arts and culture 
organizations and activities of the 

Lauren VanderLind is Class of 2009 Valedictorian 
 Finlandia University Class of 2009 Valedictorian Lauren VanderLind 
graduates this spring with a bachelor of arts in English with concentrations in 

philosophy and religion. 
 If she had to name three things she’s gained at 
Finlandia, Lauren says they would have to be 
confidence, a direction in life, and a voice. Later this 
year, Lauren will begin to apply to graduate schools 
for admission in fall 2010. In the meantime, she 
hopes to find a job where she can make use of her 
English degree. 
 Lauren graduated from Houghton High School in 
2003. She lives in Hancock with her husband, Blake. 

Her parents, Joan and Marshall Logue, live in Houghton. When she has 
downtime, Lauren likes to read, listen to music, and spend time with her 
husband, her cat, and her friends. 

Peter Van Pelt, Honorary Degree Recipient 
Copper Country. 
 Peter Van Pelt graduated from 
Swarthmore College with a bachelor 
of arts in economics. In 2004 he 
received a certificate of professional 
achievement in nonprofit 
management from Northwestern 
University. His more than 30-year 
business career has taken Peter 
and his family around the world. 
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Pool Hours 
Adult Fitness 

Monday-Friday: 7 to 8:30 am / 11:30 
am to 1 pm / 4:30 to 6 pm 

Open Swim 
 Friday: 6:30 to 8 pm 

 Sunday: 1:30 to 3:30 pm 
Aqua Fit 

Monday & Wednesday: 6 to 7 pm 
Saturday: 9 to 10 am 

The pool is closed Saturdays, 
except for Aqua Fit. 

Indoor Walking 
Mon. & Weds.: 7:30 to 9 am 

Mon. to Fri: 12 to 1 pm 

Paavo Nurmi Center Gym 

18 laps equals one mile 

 

Fitness Center Hours 
Monday-Friday: 7 am to 6 pm 

Saturday: 9 am to 2 pm 

Sunday:  1 pm to 4 pm 

Stay Fit at the Paavo Nurmi Center  

Ambardar Wins Writing Contest 
 Rekha Ambardar, Finlandia adjunct business instructor, has won a writing 
contest sponsored by the Heart of Dixie chapter of the Romance Writers of 

America. 
  As the winner, a story written by Rekha will be 
critiqued for possible publication in one of the magazines 
published by Dorchester Media, New York City. 
 Heart of Dixie seeks to promote excellence in romantic 
fiction, help writers become published and established in 
their field, and provide continuing support for writers within 
the romance publishing industry. Visit their website at 
http://www.heartofdixie.org. 

Virtanen to Present 
Paper in Finland 

 Beth L. Virtanen, Ph.D., 
Finlandia professor and Paloheimo 
Scholar, will present a paper titled, 
"Expressions of Immigrant 
Generation in Finnish North 
American Literature" at the “Finnish-
American Immigrants in Transition” 
conference June 1 to 2 at the 
University of Turku, Finland. 
 The conference is hosted by the 
Department of History and the 
Migration Institute. 

United Way Thanks 
 The Copper Country United Way 
is grateful to the employees of 
Finlandia University for your 
donations and pledges totaling 
$1,209.00 given to the 2008-09 
CCUW Campaign. Many people in 
the community will be helped by 
your tremendous caring and 
generosity. Thank you very much for 
your support. 

The Board of Directors 
Copper Country United Way 

 Suzanne Strempek Shea, author 
of Sundays in America: A Yearlong 
Road Trip in Search of Christian 
Faith, visited 50 diverse churches in 
30 states to get a better 
understanding of contemporary 
Protestant Christianity. 
 April 20, Shea will speak at 
Finlandia about why she embarked 
on her journey and what she 
discovered. 
 From school basements to 
mega-churches, amid congregations 
numbering fewer than 10 and more 
than 10,000, in her book Shea 
chronicles her one-year journey as 
she sought to “understand what 
makes for devotion to a religious 
community.” 

Author of “Sundays in America” to Present 
Writer’s Seminar Monday, April 20 

 Shea is the author of five novels 
and three memoirs. She is the 
winner of the 2000 
New England 
Book Award, and 
her freelance work 
has appeared in 
Yankee magazine, 
The Bark 
magazine, The 
Boston Globe, 
The Philadelphia 
Inquirer, Organic 
Style, and ESPN 
the Magazine. 
 She lives in Bondsville, Mass., 
with her husband, Tommy, a 
columnist for The Republican 
newspaper in Springfield, Mass. 

Welcome, Don 
 Don Poshak recently began work 
as the administrative coordinator in 
the Registrar's office. He will replace 
Angie Book who is leaving Finlandia 
in May. Don retired several years 
ago following a 33-year career with 
Calumet Public Schools. He was 
born and raised in Calumet, and 
graduated from Calumet High 

School in 1968. 
He now lives in 
Kearsarge. 
 Don says this 
is the perfect job 
for him right now.  
 “Retirement 
didn’t agree with 
me,” he said. 
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Sampo Society Pin Redesigned 
 Toby Dawson has designed the Sampo Society pins that will be awarded 
at this year’s Honors Banquet. Toby took drawing classes at Suomi College 
as a dual enrollment student while he was attending Hancock High School. 
He went on to study metals (art and design) at Northern Michigan University 
and has just completed a masters degree at a school in England. 
 “Toby knows the stories of the Kalevala well,” says Phyllis Fredendall, 
Finlandia associate professor of fiber arts. “He designed this pin to conjure 
the mystical powers of the Sampo—the mill that makes salt, barley, and 
gold... all things precious.” 
 It is particularly fitting that Toby has designed the pin as his mother, Chris 
Alquist, was awarded Sampo Society membership when she graduated from 
Suomi College. Toby will attend this Friday’s Honors Banquet. He lives in 
Lower Michigan. 

 Sampo Society membership is awarded 
to graduating students with a GPA above 
3.75 who have shown leadership in the 
cultural and intellectual life of the university. 
It is the university’s highest honor. In 
Finnish mythology, the Sampo is a magical 
artifact that brings good fortune to its holder. 
It is a pivotal element in the plot of the 
Kalevala. 

 Graduating Human Services 
seniors invite all members of the 
Finlandia community, as well as the 
general public, to attend a Capstone 
Project Poster Session and Forum 
at the Finnish Heritage Center, 
Monday, April 20, 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
 The students will present the 
results of their individual 
investigations into a range of human 

HS Poster Session, Forum  

Sarah Anderson, “Though Death 
Whispers in My Ear, I Fear it Not” 
at the Reflection Gallery through 

April 25 

Art and design seniors Fred and 
Ansley Knoch shared photos and 
talked about their semester in 

Finland April 9 at the Juitila Center 

service topics. Subjects include 
alcoholism, adolescent abuse of 
prescription medications, early 
childhood education, palliative care 
for chronic and/or terminal illnesses, 
post-traumatic stress disorder, 
educational opportunities and 
problems for deaf students, and 
psychosocial care in nursing homes. 
Refreshments will be served. 

Great Graduation Gifts available at 
North Wind Books for that special 
graduate...high school or college! 

Africa Here We Come! 
 Thank you to everyone who 
helped the Service Learning 
students raise half the cost of this 
spring’s trip to Tanzania. 
 The students are just $285.00 
shy of their fundraising goal, which 
they hope to achieve following an 
offering at the Baccalaureate 
service, May 3. For information, 
contact Rene Johnson at 487-7239. 

Chapel Schedule 
MONDAYS, 12:30-1:00 PM 

Student-led praise songs, prayers, 
and meditations. 

WEDNESDAYS, 12:30-1:00 PM 

A liturgical worship service. Holy 
Communion is celebrated. 

No Chapel April 27 & 29 
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 A four-day youth basketball 
camp will be held May 4 to 7, 2009, 
at the Paavo Nurmi Center. 
 Finlandia basketball coaches 
Charlie Kemppainen and Curtis 
Wittenberg, along with members of 
the university’s men’s and women’s 
basketball teams, will direct the 
camp. 
 The camp will teach basketball 
fundamentals, including ball 
handling, passing, shooting, setting 
and using screens, and defense. 
 Grades 3 and 4 will meet each 
evening from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.; 
grades 5 and 6 will meet from 6:30 
to 8:00 p.m.; and grades 7, 8, and 9 
will meet from 8:00 to 9:30 p.m. 
 The cost of the basketball camp 
is $35.00 per basketball player. 
Each camper will receive a gift. 
 Pre-registration is encouraged by 
April 17, to be guaranteed a gift. 
Registrations will also be accepted 
at the door prior to the camp. 
 To register, download a 
registration form at 
www.finlandia.edu and mail the 
completed form along with payment 
to the address on the form. 
 For information, contact Coach 
Wittenberg at 487-7214, or Coach 
Kemppainen at 487-7238. 

Youth Basketball 
Camp, May 4-7 

Athletic Events 
Men’s Baseball 

APRIL 
23 St. Mary's U of Minn. 3:30 pm 

24 Viterbo University 3:30 pm 

MAY 
1-2 Gr. Lakes Christian Coll. 1 pm 

5 Northland College 2 pm 
8-9 Trinity International Univ. TBA 

Men’s Golf 
APRIL 

24 Finlandia Dual Invitational  

 Joe Burcar, Finlandia University 
head men’s hockey coach since 
2000, is ecstatic that the winner of 
the MCHA Harris Cup will now 
officially advance to the NCAA 
Tournament field and compete for 
the national championship. 
 The NCAA notified MCHA 
Commissioner Terry Brand Tuesday 
that what the league has been long-
hoping for is now official. The NCAA 
has granted the Midwest Collegiate 
Hockey Association an automatic 
qualifier (AQ) waiver for the winner 
of the league tournament starting 
next season. 
 “This completes a multi-year 
effort to achieve this,” Brand said. 
“Our coaches are elated with the 
fact that they can tell a recruit he is 
guaranteed a chance to compete in 
the NCAA Championship.” 
 “This is great news for Finlandia 

MCHA Granted NCAA AQ Waiver 

MAY  
16-17 NCAA Regional 

Women’s Softball 
APRIL 

17 Kalamazoo College TBA 
18 Rochester College TBA 

19 Olivet College TBA 
24-25 Mt. Mary Coll. Tourn. TBA 

27 Northland College TBA 

MAY 
2-3 Madison Area Tech. Coll. 

and Division III college hockey,” 
agreed head hockey coach Joe 
Burcar. 
 “The AQ waiver offers an 
exciting opportunity for Finlandia 
student-athletes to challenge for the 
2010 NCAA Championship,” Burcar 
said. “We are now on an even 
playing field with all the other NCAA 
Division III teams that are members 
of conferences with AQs.” 
 The Finlandia University men’s 
ice hockey program was established 
in 1999. It joined the MCHA in 2004. 

Got honey? 
 Natural, local honey available for 
sale. Free, on-campus delivery. Call 
Michele Bourdieu at 483-0822. 

Armed Forces Appreciation Week begins May 10 
 Saturday, May 16, the largest Armed Forces Day parade in the nation will 
take place in Hancock. Organized by the Keweenaw Care Corps, this year’s 
“Parade of Thanks” is expected to be two or three miles long and attract 
national media. The parade will gather at the E.L. Wright Building in Hancock 
and march through downtown Hancock via northbound U.S. 41/Quincy Street 
and conclude at the Ripley State Bank, Ripley. The marshals of the parade 
are five Mattila brothers from Toivola who, along with four now-deceased 
brothers, all served in the U.S. armed forces—eight of them in WWII, one 
during the Cuba Missile Crisis. Call Dennis Korby for information at 906-337-
9816 (home) or 906-369-1951 (cell). 
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International 
Buffet April 23  

 The Houghton Rotary Club will 
host an International Night Dinner 
Thursday, April 23, 6:00 p.m., at the 
Finlandia University Finish American 
Heritage Center. 
 People from the 
countries of Iraq, 
Bolivia, and Burkina 
Faso will speak 
about their 
homelands. A buffet 
of traditional dishes from Iraq will be 
served. Tickets are $20.00 per 
person. 
 For information or tickets, 
contact Cheryl Ries at 906-281-
5913 or cheryl.ries@finlandia.edu. 

Spring Semester Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 

8 am to 10 pm 

Friday: 8 am to 5 pm 

Saturday: 1 to 5 pm 

Sunday: 2 to 7 pm 

MAKI LIBRARY 

Celebrate the Start of Summer! 
 The Campus Enrichment Committee and the Student Senate will host a 
Summer (Spring?) Kick-Off with food and games on Wednesday, April 22, at 
4:30 p.m. outside Finlandia Hall. 
 Finlandia students, staff, and faculty are invited for a dinner of pizza and 
other goodies, as well as games of ladder golf and a staff/faculty versus 
student kick ball game. 
 In order to plan for food, etc., we need to know how many of our staff and 
faculty plan to attend. Please contact Kirsti Arko at 487-7276 with your 
RSVP. More information will be sent shortly. 

Author Jan Worth-Nelson presented 
a Writer’s Journey seminar April 9 at 

the Chapel of St. Matthew 

Paintings by Yueh-mei Cheng from “TIME. SPACE. BEING.” a multi-media 
exhibit featured through April 30 at the Copper Country Community Arts 

Center, Hancock 

Lana Bosak, “Myth of Me” 
at the Reflection Gallery through 

April 25 

Additional student artwork 
at the Reflection Gallery through 

April 25 
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Please turn in your Summer and 
Fall textbook adoptions ASAP. 
Cap and gowns are in! 

Please remind graduates to 
pick them up. 

www.northwindbooks.com 

906-487-7217 

Textbook Buyback 
Mon., April 27: 10-3 
Tues., April 28: 10-3 
Weds., April 29: 10-3 
Thurs., April 30: 10-3 

Fri., May 1: 9-12 

Pamela Kotila, “Elusive” 
at the Reflection Gallery through 

April 25 

Karl Larson, Aaron 
Radzwilowicz, Yueh-
mei Cheng, Jonathan 

Soper, and Melisa 
Gronowski at the 

gallery opening for 
Cheng’s multi-media 

exhibit, “TIME. SPACE. 
BEING.” 

J. DeMers, “Night and Day” at the Reflection Gallery through April 25 

Photo by Adam Johnson, Brockit 


